
3.1 The Roaring Twenties 

The 1920s and 1930s 



1920s: 
 

PARTY 
TIME!!! 



“Return to Normalcy” 
After the horrors of WWI, Americans just wanted to 

get back to normal & focus on the economy. 

ù  Republican Warren G. Harding campaigned for a 
“return to normalcy” in 1920 & won the presidency. 

ù  Industry got back to the business of making, 
advertising & selling cheap consumer goods. 

ù  Harding’s administration returned to more laissez-
faire policies & the post-war economy prospered 
with little government regulation. 



“Return to Normalcy” President Warren G. 
Harding throwing an opening pitch 



Consumer Economy 
The American middle class was on the rise and 

stock prices soared. 

ù  New products made household chores easier. 
ù  Products became cheaper thanks to the new mass 

production techniques. 
ù  Families began to buy goods on credit. 
ù  Advertising began to use new psychological 

discoveries to tap into customers’ emotions. 





Easy Credit 
To sell more of the new household & consumer 

goods, department stores began to advertise a 
“Buy Now, Pay Later” option for the middle class. 

Installment plans allowed customers to make 
payments on large purchases such as 
automobiles. 

Consumer debt doubled during the 1920s. 



encouraged Americans to “buy now, pay later.” 

Installment plans 



Household Work Changes 
ù  Before 

ù  Beating carpets 
ù  Changing the icebox 
ù  Sowing & scrubbing 

clothes 
ù  Ironing (non-electric) 
ù  Growing & canning food 
ù  Making bread 

ù  After 
ù  Vacuum cleaners 
ù  Refrigerators 
ù  Washing machines 
ù  Electric irons 
ù  Supermarkets 
ù  Department stores 





“The Roaring Twenties” 
With all the new toys and leisure time, 

Americans partied!! 
 
 
Although alcohol was   
prohibited by the 18th  
amendment, speakeasies  
brought nightlife “underground.” 



“The Roaring Twenties” 
New laws restricted child labor & children went to 

school longer, resulting in a new “teenage” 
phase. 

 
ù  The automobile gave young people more independence 

to meet and date in private. 

ù  High schools emerged & teenagers began to develop 
their own cultures and extracurricular activities. 



“The Roaring Twenties” 
Radio allowed Americans to listen to the same 

music, programs, sporting events & advertising - 
all for free! 

 
Fads swept the nation, such as dance marathons, 

haircuts, beauty pageants, games, magazines & 
breaking world records. 

 
Charles Lindbergh (pilot), Babe Ruth (baseball) & 

Jack Dempsey (boxer) became national heroes. 





“The Roaring Twenties” 
Millions flocked to the big screen to see action 

films, slapstick comedies, the latest fads & the 
sexiest new stars. 

 
The Jazz Singer  was released in 1927 as the first 
“talkie,” or movie with synchronized sound, 
ending the era of silent films. 

 
Mickey Mouse was introduced to audiences in 

1928 and Betty Boop in 1930.  








